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International Women Peacebuilders in NY to Ensure UN Gender Focus Post-Peace Prize

Public Event to Feature Women Leaders from Pakistan, Georgia, Sri Lanka, Philippines and Serbia

NEW YORK, NY – Thursday, October 27, from 3:30 – 6:00 p.m., on the 10th Floor of the United Nations Church Center at 777 United Nations Plaza, the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict, headquartered in The Hague, is organizing a public roundtable to present concrete conclusions from the “Taking Women Beyond 1325” discussions in New York.  

This UN-focused roundtable will highlight specific recommendations on how the United Nations can move beyond 1325 and promote the role of women in conflict prevention and peacebuilding. These recommendations will be fed into the Open Debate on 1325 in the UN Security Council. The International delegates, based on direct international experience in conflict zones, will discuss what can be done to change the way women are portrayed in the media regarding their role in peace and security. The recommendations will be presented to and reflected on by Ambassador Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Former Under-Secretary-General and High Representative of the UN. 

Biographies of all the international participants can be found here: http://www.peaceportal.org/web/taking-women-beyond-1325/home 
Some of the international delegates participating in the roundtable will include: 

· Nighat Said Khan, prominent feminist activist and academic in Pakistan, founder of the Women's Action Forum and Executive Director of the ASR Resource Centre. 

· Visaka Dharmadasa Parua, founder and chair of the Association of War Affected Women and Parents of Servicemen Missing in Action, based in Kandy, Sri Lanka.

· Carmen Lauzon-Gatmaytan, Program Manager of the Initiatives for International Dialogue and a Council member of the Mindanao People's Caucus.

· Nana Berekashvili, the Head of Program on Minorities and Gender at the International Center on Conflict and Negotiation.

· Maja Vitas, Communications and PR coordinator at Nansen Dialogue Centre in Serbia.

“Women play a crucial role in reducing violent conflicts around the world, but the coverage on women in the media often reinforces the image of women as the victims of war,” said GPPAC’s Marte Hellema. “While there is no question that women all over the world suffer the consequences of conflict and violence, focusing on their victimhood takes away the possibilities for empowerment and the ability to play a proactive role in conflict prevention and peacebuilding.”

“Awarding the Nobel Peace Prize to three women for their non-violent struggle for the safety of women and for women’s rights to full participation in peace-building work is an indication of that same challenge,” Hellema continued. “They are receiving the prize together as women, not as individuals that have made great contribution to peace. The United Nations, primarily through UNSCR 1325, is working on changing this misconception about women in relation to armed conflict and war, but more focus is needed on women’s role in conflict prevention, including how this is portrayed in the media.”

“We need to use community media platforms - including social media where appropriate - to produce content that highlights the values and diversity of women’s viewpoints,” says Sharon Bhagwan-Rolls of femLINKPACIFIC: Media Initiatives for Women, a Fiji Island based feminist women’s NGO that uses a community media platform, including a mobile radio station and a rural women’s media network.

“Despite women’s productive efforts, their participation in peacebuilding, post-conflict recovery, and efforts to enhance the oversight and accountability of the security sector, is still a matter for debate,” continued Bhagwan-Rolls. “Women still struggle to be heard at the negotiating table and in leadership roles, and are not given sufficient recognition and resources to do their work.”

The Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) is a global civil society-led network which seeks to build an international consensus on peacebuilding and the prevention of violent conflict. It was established in 2003 in response to the call made by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan for an international conference of civil society organizations working in the field of conflict prevention in his 2001 report Prevention of Armed Conflict. GPPAC builds civil society networks for peace by linking local, national, regional and global levels of action and by developing multi-stakeholder partnerships with key stakeholders including governments, the UN system and regional organizations. www.gppac.net 
For more information contact Marte Hellema at m.hellema@conflict-prevention.net. 
